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Curriculum databases are important for helping
faculty to make cu dsions and for aling
students to see their curiculmTMe World-Wide
Web affords medical os the ieal
for making- a eduatnalmaerial available to studns
away from the iinal ng venues.

The LectureLinks project at Johns Hoins School of
Medicine, was initally designed as a st-based
resource for Web sites thoughout the world yoked to
our cufriculum. Its role is being expanded as a
curriculum database for faculty and as a distace
learning framework for the instittion. The design of
the system is as a text-file-based Web site
administered via a relational database. The URL is
http:/rmfonet.welch.jhu.edu/-omieLcu/ldinks/

We acated our Web-based dise l in reso ,
from the suent' perspective, with hee concerns:
students in the clinia years generally have poor
access to baic-science marial (including udat of
their own curriculum); s nts ian four years could
not fid material easily in the paper-based notes, as
the notes were Ot index d; stdts do nOt have
time to "surf the 'Nee" to find Web-based resources
for their curriculum. As we worked on collecting
h s ofWeb sites andheds ofo resor ces
(lecture notes and syllabi), we realized the need for
bette org .

The current specification for LectureLinks is that it
should serve as the ydis laning e
for suent and as the curiculum database for faculty.
As a dis-learnig esource, sudets should be
able to access local course information s well as
remote Web sites. Furxrmore, students should be
able to access curricular materials at odher dmes tha
when a course is taught. As a curriculum da e,
faculty should be able to find asiy what topics are
covered by other faculty members, and curriculum
managers should be able to geneate rs dat give
them a picture of the ariculum.

Figure 1 shows a data-flow diagram for the overall
system, with an entity-relationship diagram for the

dat e. Users view the LectureLinks resource via a
Webbw. They provide Feedback via aWeb-based
form, whose ontent is au cally a ed to an
(44ates kaabase. These updatesare then incpated
into the Lectureiks database. As neded, HTML
-crion code is run to the
resource mad afidl-text index of the Web d ents
is crealed for the us. These sciptsa ud and
properly marked-up files ready for upling to the
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Figure 1. Datab emiyy-relationship schema

The LectureLins resoure went on-line September,
1995. Students have accessed the resource over 4700
times in the ensuing six months, 84% of the time
from our Info n Resources Center computer lab
using a GUI Web browser. The remainer of the time,
sudents wcessed the resource frm remote sites using
lynx, a caracter-based browser. The Welch Medical
Library now provides PPP and SLIP access to home
users, enabling GUI access from home and remote
clinical sites, where network access may not be
available.

LectureLinks is an example of how providing access
to aional information can affect the educal
process itself. Inidally designed as an access point for
Web sites throughout the world yoked to our
curriculum,, it has turned into a curriculum dat se
for faculty and into a distance learning famework for
students. Neither of ese capabilities was available at
Hopkins before the creation of this access point. We
hope to evaluate over dme the success that this Web
resource has in filfilling these new dens.
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